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The next meeting is Sunday 
April 10 at 2:00

CENTRAL COAST CACTUS &          
	 SUCCULENT SOCIETY

ON THE DRY SIDE

Nick Wilkinson is the co-owner of Botanica 
Nova Landscapes and owner of GROW, a 
succulent nursery in Cambria, Ca. which 
specializes in rare and unusual drought tolerant 
plants, handmade pottery and mineral 
specimens from around the world. He has 
shown his personal plant collection and judged 
at cactus and succulent shows throughout 
California including the prestigious Inter-City 
Show. He has been involved in CCCSS since its 
inception, developed the first newsletter and 
held a board position for over 6 years. 


This month Nick will discuss the many aspects 
of staging your plants; from how to pick the 
perfect pot, soil considerations, top gravel, 
staging rocks etc. We will have time for 
questions and Nick hopes to stage up a few 
plants during the meeting!  Please feel free to 
bring in potential show plants for additional 
opinions and to add to the discussion.


Our Guest Speaker Will Be . . .

	 	 	 	 	 Nick Wilkinson

Hi all, I still need volunteers for the S&S. Please send me an email with your name, phone # and 
when you can work. Most needed times Saturday afternoon, all day Sunday & clean-up. 
Thank you, Pat (hupt74@yahoo.com) 

mailto:hupt74@yahoo.com


PLANT OF THE MONTH

Adromischus marianiae herrei

Adromischus marianiae herrei is native to South 
Africa. This species, being extremely variable, has 
clusters of textured green to red to purple sub-
spherical protrusions with a notably crenulated, 
rough or smooth surface. Low-lying, this 
Adromischus will remain fairly short in height, 
reaching only up to about 6 inches tall. It makes for a 
unique, otherworldly specimen in any plant 
collection.

Give Adromischus marianae herrei plenty of direct 
sun with partial shade during the harshest afternoon 
hours. It will not tolerate full shade. They thrive in 
morning or late afternoon sun. If grown indoors give 
them a spot on a sill with south-eastern or south-
western exposure. This species likes high 
temperatures and low humidity. It will thrive in 
temperatures above 75°F, avoid consistent 
temperatures below 45°F. 

This plant is super low-maintenance from a watering 
standpoint. Its semi-spherical succulent leaves retain 
plenty of moisture so be sure to let the soil dry out 
completely between waterings. When you do water, 
water thoroughly, fully saturating the soil. In the 
Winter, when these plants are not actively growing, 
ease up on watering even more. The easiest way to 
kill this plant is by overwatering it.

In their native environment, these succulents grow in 
granite cliff crevices in South Africa. At home they’ll 
prefer gritty, well drained growing material. Build a 
mineral-heavy soil with very little organic matter. It 
needs perfect drainage to flourish. Start with a good 
cactus mix, low in peat moss, then add sand or 
pumice

Close-up of leaf

Rough green form

Smoother form



PLANT OF THE MONTH - cont’d

Thank you, Markus

Coffee colored lanceolate form

“Little spheroid’ smooth form by Steve Hammer

Crenulated red form

up to 50%. The reason to have a mix low in 
peat moss is that it is extremely hard to 'wet' 
once it is fully dried out.

Cylindrical, stalky flowers may emerge from 
between leaves at the beginning of a Spring or 
Summer growing season. They have green 
bases and sometimes pinkish-hued tips.

Fertilization is not necessary, but if you are 
going to use one be sure to use one 
specifically made for cacti and succulents. 
These plants will propagate easily by leaf 
cuttings, stem cuttings or division. This plant 
is most vulnerable to mealybugs and 
occasionally scale. Root rot can occur if it is 
over-watered.

They prefer to be root bound, so you’ll only 
need to repot once every two or three 
years. Adromischus marianiae herrei are 
known to be toxic if ingested by animals and 
humans.

Adapted from www.tula.house

http://www.tula.house/


ANNOUNCEMENTS

President’s Message: 

LIVE MEETING APRIL 10TH 

The Board is pleased to announce that we will be mee5ng inside the Odd 
Fellows Hall Sunday, April 10th at 2pm. To get a majority of our members to 
comfortably meet indoors, masks will be required for our first mee5ng.  Be 
sure to bring a sweater or jacket as we plan to have the doors and windows 
open for good air circula5on. We will provide light snacks for the break outside 
in the parking lot. Our plant exchange table will have extra plants thanks to 
Robin Sims who donated 3 flats for our use. Thank you Robin! 

Our popular table of opportunity plants will be available: purchase 5ckets 
from Pat. $1/ea or 6 5ckets for $5. This will replace the plant giveaway event 
we have been doing during Zoom mee5ngs.  It will be exci5ng to have the 
event live again, plus it will replenish our Treasury! 

There is a chance that the April 10th mee5ng will be live only.  If we are able to 
provide a Zoom feed, we will send out an email prior to the mee5ng. 

Announcements: 

• The CCCSS Show & Sale is scheduled for Memorial Day weekend at 
Nipomo High School. The Greenhouse Growers will be having their 
Open House on April 9th the High School will be the staging area for 
plants & maps to the Greenhouses.  If your curious about the venue, 
please come by between 9am and 2pm.  We will have a staffed table 
there to promote CCCSS. 

• We are looking for a Club member to help with Publicity for our Show & 
Sale.  If you are interested and would like to help, please let me know. 

• We s5ll need volunteers to help with the Show & Sale in May.  Please 
contact Pat Gilson at the mee5ng to sign up for volunteer hours.  Thank 
you! 

• Plant of the Month will be Adromischus marianiae herrei. 

Looking forward to seeing you on the 10th…..Harry



ANNOUNCEMENTS-Cont’d

CCCSS Mee8ngs summary March 13 2022 

Present:  61 screens 

• Harry’s remarks 

o Jeff Moore will be our speaker today 

o BOD will discuss resuming in person mee5ngs when they meet this 
aaernoon 

o SLO Botanical Garden has a plant sale/art event coming up on Mar 
25, 26 & 27.  Volunteers are needed to staff a table on the 26th & 
27th.  Let Harry or Mary Peracca know if you can help 

o Our Show & Sale is coming up May 27, 28, & 29.  Please let Pat 
Gilson know if you can offer some volunteer 5me 

o The Central Coast Greenhouse Growers Associa5on is having their 
annual Open House on April 9th.  Nipomo High School will be the 
place to get maps & info regarding the event.  Plants will be for sale 
there too.  Good opportunity to check out the Nipomo HS venue! 

o Loring Manley will be hos5ng a Garden Gathering on April 30. Sign 
up 5mes are 11:00 & 1:30.  Contact Kathie Matsuyama if you are 
interested in afending.  Vaccina5ons are required. 

o The next Show & Sale commifee mee5ng is March 18th . 

o Club member Robin Sims is dona5ng 3 flats of plants to our Club 
plant stash for giveaway---or soon to be raffle, we hope.  Thank you 
Robin! 

• Bill introduced Jeff Moore, a long 5me friend of CCCSS.  He is the owner of 
Solana Succulents in Solana Beach.  His 5th & newest book is Agaves—
Species, Hybrids and Cul5vars.  It is available on his website 
solanasucculents.com. 

o His presenta5on “Agaves A to Z” was full of beau5ful photos and 
excellent commentary.   Thank you Jeff!



ANNOUNCEMENTS-Cont’d

CCCSS ASK US: WE WILL TRY TO HELP!! 
Do you have a prickly cactus ques5on or an inscrutable succulent issue? The CCCSS 
ASK ME TABLE can now be accessed VIRTUALLY. Send your ques5ons to our venerable 
expert Cactophile Gene Schroeder and Succulentophile Kathie Matsuyama. Due to 
the overwhelming number of ASK ME requests, you must be an Ac5ve Member of 
CCCSS to par5cipate. 

Examples of issues we may be able to help with include: 

• ID of Plants  

Provide 3 photos of the plant: 1) close-up of leaves, flowers, spines; 2) general photo of 
the plant with something in the photo that indicates scale….a ruler, soda can or 
credit card; and 3) a photo of the plant in its environment (is the plant in full sun, 
under a porch, planted in the landscape?) 

• Watering & Light Requirements 

• Feeding & Fer5liza5on 

• Pests & Problems 

• Soil & Amendments 

• Propaga5on 

Please email good photos of your plant. Also 
provide all the background informa5on you 
think necessary to help us answer your 
ques5on. Tell us which city you live in; microclimates in our region provide vastly 
different growing condi5ons. We will email you with our thoughts. Your plant 
ques5on might be featured in a future CCCSS ASK US Newslefer column. 

Don’t forget to renew your CCCSS membership today. And send your ASK ME 
ques5ons to Gene Schroeder and Kathie Matsuyama at: 
AskMe@centralcoastcactus.org 

Happy Growing!         Photos by Kathie 

?ASK US 

Matsuyama Cactus Circle

mailto:AskMe@centralcoastcactus.org
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Photos by Kathie

*BREAKING* GARDEN GATHERING NEWS *BREAKING* 

There are still spaces available for our next Garden Gathering at Loring 
Manley’s great garden and greenhouse in Santa Maria on April 30, 
2022. You can choose to attend at either 11:00 am or 1:30 pm. There 
are 2 time slots 11 and 1:30 neither are full. You must be a CCCSS 
member and fully vaccinated to attend. Email Kathie and Paul at 
luvbigdogs@earthlink.net to put your name on the list.    

We are currently booking additional Garden Gathering dates for this 
year. 
Let us know if you are interested in hosting. It’s super fun! 

New to CCCSS? Here are the FAQs about Garden Gatherings: 

Health FIRST: We take the health and safety of our club members 
seriously. Our Garden Gathering hosts are inviting us into their homes 
and gardens. Therefore, all attendees are required to be fully 
vaccinated and to provide proof of vaccination to attend the events. 
  
Why: CCCSS club is large and growing; it’s hard to connect with other 
cactophiles at our Zoom meetings and huge in-person meetings. 

What: “Garden Gatherings” are a chance to meet club members in a 
fun, casual garden setting. Food and a tour of the member’s garden are 
the focus of the events. 

Where: Gatherings take place in a CCCSS member’s garden. 

Who: Participants must be CCCSS members. The host decides the 
number of guests. 

When: Hosts pick the date and time for 
the event. Events average 1-1½ hours.  

Help: Event pre-planning, organization, 
sign-up and email coordination with your 
guests is all capably managed by Paul 
and Kathie!  

Interested in hosting a Garden 
Gathering in 2022?  
Contact Paul and Kathie Matsuyama 
at luvbigdogs@earthlink.net

Loring's Cactus Collection

Loring's Mangave Hill

Loring's Seed Grown Aloes

Loring's Front 
Landscape

Loring's Flowering 
Adenium

mailto:luvbigdogs@earthlink.net
mailto:luvbigdogs@earthlink.net
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SAVE THE DATE 

CCCSS SHOW & SALE 

MAY 28 & 29 2022 

V olunteers needed:  Please contact Pat Gilson  

(hupt74@yahoo.com) to sign up.  

 Volunteers are needed during the Show & Sale 
on Saturday & Sunday. Thank you! 

A Call for Auc8on Plants: 

Once again, this year we will have be having an auc5on during the weekend (May 
27th  to May 29th) show and sale. Some of these plants will be provided by our 
vendors and some will be provided by club members, like you. If you have a nice 
show worthy specimen that has a retail value of $50 or more and would like to sell it 
at the auc5on, please send an email to Bill Findley at coolcactuskid805@gmail.com  
In the email include at least two photos (one that includes something to show size, 
maybe a soda can, or a pencil), the plant name (if you don’t know we will find out), 
and a reserve price (the lowest you would be willing to sell it). The sale will be 
Sunday aaernoon at 1pm and the club retains 25% of the sale price. Please send your 
submissions in by May 20th 2022. The auc5on commifee will contact you by May 
25th to let you know if your plants are accepted for the auc5on. Please bring the 
auc5on plant to the Show and Sale for display by Friday Evening. The table for the 
plants for the auc5on will be in the area where the show is located.  If you have any 
ques5ons contact Bill at coolcactuskid805@gmail.com 

mailto:hupt74@yahoo.com
mailto:cooolcactuskid805@gmail.com
mailto:cooolcactuskid805@gmail.com
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Show and 

Sale 

Postcard
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Upcoming Events 
April 7th, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm: Macrame Plant Hanger Workshop 
  
April 9th, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm: Propagation Workshop and Garden Tour 
  
April 14th, 7:00 pm - 8:30pm: Scott McGregor: Mediterranean-Climate Terrestrial Orchids of 
Europe and Australia (and how to grow them) 
  
May 6th, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm: Chuck Graham - Carrizo Plain Presentation and Book Signing 

About San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden
The San Luis Obispo Botanical Garden is a non-profit organization that showcases plants from Mediterranean 
climates throughout the world. Through its programs and facilities, the Garden fosters an appreciation and 
understanding of the relationship between people and nature and encourages a sense of stewardship for the 
natural environment. The Garden is located at 3450 Dairy Creek Rd., within El Chorro Regional Park off 
Highway 1 between Morro Bay and San Luis Obispo. Admission is $10.00 for adults. Seniors, students, and 
military admission is $8.00, and free for children 12 and under and members. To learn more visit slobg.org or 
the SLO Botanical Garden Facebook page. 

http://slobg.org/
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Plant Pick-up and Sale 
March 20 
Odd Fellows Hall parking lot



   The Pachypodiums is a small genus 
of 25 species, from the family 
Apocynacae: Greek meaning "dog 
away", It was used as a poison. 
Pachy means "thick footed" and 
podium "foot"(not related to the 
pachyderm family, but both have 
trunks and thick feet). They are stem 
succulents, and major water storage 
units! 
    The first is a Pachypodium Lamerei. 
I think it is the most commonly found 
and grown. Often called the 
Madagascar Palm. I really like 
the Lamerii because I can keep them 
showy and leafy green all year round 
with rain water..
    The second photo is of two varieties. 
Pachypodium Saundersii subsp. Lealii 
(bottle trunk) The other one is 
Pachypodium Lealii.. Just starting to 
bud out. 
     I just had to add that Euphorbia 
does have a Pacypodioides. 
    The photo is of Euphorbia Poissonii 
which is "footed".. Its latex is used as a 
pesticide..
PS. If I am incorrect in naming these 
fabulous plants, please pass on the 
correction.

From . . 
Leisa Swanson’s garden

BRAG PLANTS



BRAG PLANTS - Cont’d

Please send photos of your brag plants to 
carolmortensen0@gmail.com for the next newsletter.

Ebractiola

mailto:carolmortensen0@gmail.com


 PLEASE SUPPORT OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS!

Linda Drake Succulent Sales
lindakathleendrake@gmail.com 

805-748-7405

mailto:lindakathleendrake@gmail.com


Please try to support local businesses as much as possible, including our 
valued Business Members on these pages. Click on images to visit their 
websites or to contact them via email. Many will take online or phone orders. 
Some are now on Etsy!
You can advertise on these pages by becoming a Business Member of CCCSS.

Inspiring hope, growth, 
recovery and wellness in our 

communities. 
www.tmha.org

Growing Grounds

DOWNTOWN


Plants & Gias for a Cause 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

Phone: 805-544-4967


Email: ggdstore@t-mha.org

mailto:ggdstore@t-mha.org


CCCSS BOARD OF DIRECTORS & OFFICERS

General Club Email Address: info@centralcoastcactus.org 

President       Harry Harlow 

Vice President      Bill Findley 

Secretary       Mary Harlow 

Treasurer        Kathy Goss 

Publicity   Tanya Luthin 

Hospitality    Pat Gilson 

Membership       Laura Oliver 

Past President       Loring Manley 

CSSA Affiliate       Rob Skillin 

Member-at-large 1    Natasha Erikson 

Member-at-large 2 Karen Kolba  

Member-at-large 3  Mary Peracca 

Newsletter Editor Carol Mortensen 

mailto:info@centralcoastcactus.org
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