
OCTOBER speaker OF THE MONTH

DON’T MISS Our next meeting! 
Sunday, OCTOBER 8th  
Oddfellows Hall, 520 Dana St 
San Luis Obispo

Alan Beverly is our guest speaker of the month for October.  
Alan is currently a landscape contractor and an Aloe polyphylla  
propagator. He hails from our very own Cal Poly with an MSc. in  
Agricultural Plant Sciences, with his thesis on “The Seed Ecology of 
Aloe Polyphylla.” He currently holds several professional certifica-
tions and his past work includes research in Sehlabathebe National 
Park, studying Aloe polyphylla, Peace Corps volunteer in Lesotho, 
high school science teacher, certified arborist, commercial cactus and  
succulent grower, propagator, traveler and naturalist, academic  
consultant, and more. In 1992, he introduced the Spiral Aloe to the  
nursery industry.

Alan’s PowerPoint presentation 
will be, “Biology and Cultivation of 
Aloe Polyphylla,” and he will bring  
some of his 1-gal plants for sale at 
a bargain price!!

ALAN BEVERLY

Alan C Beverly MSc.  
dba Ecoscape

Landscape Contractor #690974
Certified Arborist WCISA #3644

424 National St.  
Santa Cruz CA 95060 

831.566.0185
spiralaloe@yahoo.com  

www.ecotree.net

ON THE DRY SIDE
CENTRAL COAST CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY OCTOBER 2017

674 FB Members! Get Club Updates & See Member Photos. 
Also find us online at www.centralcoastcactuc.org.

mailto:spiralaloe%40yahoo.com?subject=
www.ecotree.net
http://www.centralcoastcactus.org


A. lloydii

A. fissuratus

OCTOBER PLANT OF THE MONTH: ARIOCARPUS

ARIOCARPUS  
(greek, aria – a type of oak tree,  
karpos – fruit)

Description:
To paraphrase Edward Anderson’s  
The Cactus Family: 
Plants solitary or forming clumps, small, geo-
phytic (A perennial plant that can propagate 
by underground bulbs or tubers or corms). 
Taproots large, fleshy, with an extensive 
mucilage (gelatinous substance) system. 
Stems compact, consisting of tubercles  
(a round nodule, small eminance or warty 
outgrowth) that in some species appear leaf-
like. Ribs absent. Spineless. Areoles vary-
ing in their occurrence on the tubercles, as wooly grooves on the upper surface. Flowers borne at the woolly 
bases of young tubercles on the apex, open during the day, funnelform, varying in color from all white to yellow 
to (mostly) magenta. Distribution is northern Mexico and west Texas.

Species:
Edward also writes that this genus is composed of six species:
• A. agavoides (latin, like an Aloe)
• A. bravoanus (named–not very eloquently–after Dr. Helia  
 Bravo, Mexican cactophile)
• A. fissuratus (latin, cleaved and fixed)
• A. kotschoubeyanus (named after European Prince   
 Kotschoubey who in 1840 paid 1,000 francs for one of the  
 first collected plants, no word on how long it stayed alive)
• A. retusus (latin, blunt or dull)
• A. scaphirostris (latin, boat shaped tubercles)

Other sources list more or less than six species; the scientific nam-
ing of cacti and other succulents is still a wild and woolly practice.

Culture:
These plants naturally grow in very sunny northern Mexico and 
Texas where both sporadic summer and winter rains occur. Ac-
cording to living-rocks.com they are always found in calcareous 
soils but with varying degrees of clay content and friability with little 
humus. That these plants grow in nature in calcareous soils, how-
ever, should not imply that the growing medium for the hobbyist 
should be alkaline. Both alkaline and acid growing mediums will do 

these plants little good, a pH around neutral to slightly acid is ideal. Temperature wise, different sources state 
minimums of 30ºf to 15ºf with the lower number probably being more accurate depending on soil moisture and 
morning sun exposure. If grown in a greenhouse very good ventilation is required.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE >>>
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A. kotschoubeyanus

A. fissuratus

A. bravoanus

OCTOBER PLANT OF THE MONTH: ARIOCARPUS – continued
We grow our Ariocarpus in a mix of 
about one half pumice, one quarter 
planting mix and one quarter coir using 
“deep” (not shallow, to allow room for the  
tubers to grow downward) clay pots. 
Peat or sphagnum moss in the soils mix 
is not recommended. Our plants grow in 
sunny exposures and are watered about 
once a week during the Spring, Summer 
and Fall depending on the weather. We 
“feed” them every third or fourth water-
ing. Since they grow outside (we live in 
Pismo Beach) they have to fend for them-
selves during the Winter with the rainwa-
ter the season provides; and we have 
not lost one plant in the last three years.  
They seem to be doing well and have 
gifted us with incredible flowers during  
the summer. 

When we re-pot we sometimes plant the 
Ariocarpus’ “high” exposing some of the 
tuber. I’m sure the plant does not think 
this is great but since we live in a rather 
benign environment it does not seem to 
hurt them. As far as the aesthetics go: to 
each their own.

These plants are not for everyone – they 
are extremely slow growers, some grow 
to a maximum diameter of only two or 
three inches, don’t quite look like a cac-
tus or other succulent and are difficult in 
some climates. But, we think the form of 
these plants is incredible. And when an 
A. kotschoubeyanus opens its white and 
magenta flower that is larger than the 
plant itself, on a late summer afternoon – 
it’s just icing on the cake.

Sources:
Living-rocks.com
SDSS.com (San Diego Cactus and 
[other] Succulent Society)
Desert-tropicals.com
The Cactus Family 
by Edward Anderson

Photos courtesy of Rob Skillin.



SEPTEMBER CCCSS GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING RECAP
At 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, September 10, 2017, President Loring Manley called the meeting to order. The 
club has been considering buying our own sound system, and the meeting featured a system that was 
rented for evaluation. It was a big improvement, and people in the back were able to hear. Loring thanked 
the members who brought goodies for the break and welcomed several first-time visitors. All received a 
succulent.

Announcements:

Barbara Brooks, Membership Chair, reminded people to silence their cell phones during the meeting.  
It should also be noted that talking in the audience while our program is being presented is distracting and 
insulting to the person speaking. This is the single most frequent thing that people complain about. Please 
be courteous. Barbara reminded members that September is the cut-off for membership renewal. Members 
who have not renewed will no longer receive the newsletter and won’t be eligible for field trip discounts or 
member-only workshops.

Mary Peracca announced that she will be participating on San Luis Obispo County’s annual Open Studios 
Tour on October 14 and 15. Other member potters also participating include Maggie Wagner, Charles Varni 
and Richard Rowe. Please confirm exact dates and locations where members will be selling their creations.

Susie Hubbard had a Garden Gathering scheduled for Sunday (September 17).

Kathie Matsuyama invited members to view the artwork that is being sold in conjunction with Just Looking 
Gallery. Kathie also announced that donations continue to be collected for Penny Pines, which supports re-
foresting of national forest lands devastated by fire. Our next contribution will be made in honor of Battalion 
Chief Gary Helming who recently was killed in an automobile accident as he was returning to the Central 
Coast from fighting a fire in the Sierra National Forest. In the future, the donation jar will be on the “ASK 
ME” table where Kathie and Gene Schroeder will be answering questions about your cacti and succulents. 
You will also be able to sign up for the Garden Gatherings and field trips at this table.

A number of members brought in Brag Plants, for which they received a raffle ticket. There was a great ar-
ticle in the last newsletter about the Plant of the Month, Raphionacme, a geophyte that exists below ground 
level when it is dormant. There is no evidence of the plant until it rains again. It is attractive and is not sub-
ject to rot. When the leaves turn yellow and fall off, let it go dormant and stop watering. After the raffle plants 
were discussed, the group broke for a break.

Tom Glavich gave us a presentation on Haworthias and their succulent relatives. They are in the aloe fam-
ily and aloes, Haworthias and gasteria can hybridize with each other, resulting in endless varieties of these 
succulents. After a discussion of the various methods for creating new plants, Tom showed us examples of 
many varieties of Haworthias and their relatives.

Following our featured speaker, Harry Harlow conducted the raffles. The meeting adjourned, the room was 
cleared, and the plant exchange was held.

Respectfully submitted,
Carol Harlow Moss, Secretary



Officers in attendance: President, Loring Manley; Vice President, Carol Mortensen; Secretary, Carol Moss; 
Treasurer, Kathy Goss; Newsletter Editor, Mark Woods; Hospitality, Pat Gilson; Large Member, Bill Find-
ley; and Past President, Ken Byrne. Also in attendance, CSSA Representative, Rob Skillin; Membership, 
Barbara Brooks; and member Claudette Rettig. Officers absent were Terry Skillin and Natasha Erickson, 
Members-at-Large. Librarian Ann Byrne was also absent. 

The subject of club insurance was discussed. Kathy Goss distributed a handout of considerations. Loring 
suggested that we get directors and officers insurance through CGCI at a cost of $1,000 for $1,000,000 of 
coverage, which was unanimously approved. E&O insurance was also considered, which we can obtain 
through a broker for $279. Kathy and Terrie Leivers will follow up.

The public address system was discussed and it was agreed that the rented system we used today was 
excellent. Audience members were able to hear. The system was top-of-the-line, at an approximate cost of 
$1,200 (there are various options) but it is probably more than we need. Bill agreed to contact the Odd Fel-
lows Hall Manager, Tim, about the possibility of renting a system that is used by others in OFH, but when 
Bill spoke to Tim later, it was disclosed that that system is no longer available. OFH may buy a system, but 
not in the near future.

CSSA Convention support was discussed. Loring proposed that the organizing committee be chaired by 
Terrie Leivers, with assistance from Ken Byrne, who will provide continuity. Although Terrie was not at the 
meeting, she had agreed beforehand to be the chair. Gunnar and other CSSA personnel are coming to San 
Luis Obispo on Saturday, September 30, to check out possible venues. Terrie and Ken will meet with them 
at 9:00 a.m. and Loring will join them if possible.

Rob proposed that the inventory of CCCSS assets be added to the Standing Rules. It was noted that the 
Standing Rules can be modified by the Board of Directors, but changes to the Bylaws must be approved by 
the general membership. The motion to add the inventory to the Standing Rules as a new Section 8 was 
made, seconded, and passed unanimously. Rob will take care of accomplishing this.

Kathy Goss presented the Treasurer’s report and said that Maggie has not heard back from the IRS in re-
sponse to our tax problem. Kathy and Terrie are putting together a list for document retention, which will be 
added to the Standing Rules as Section 9. Rob is going to update the membership rosters from 2006-2011 
and add them to the membership spreadsheet so that all membership information exists in one document.

Other items discussed included authorizing Pat to again purchase turkey and ham from Popolo’s, but to let 
them know that the meats last year were too dry; Pat will ask them to correct it. In the future, the Penny Pines 
contribution jar will be placed at the Ask Me Table and will not be passed. The calendar was discussed, and 
Carol Moss agreed to send a copy of the last calendar she prepared to all board members for their sugges-
tions on what the calendar should include. The calendar will be discussed again in January. Purchase of a 
defibrillator was discussed and it was agreed that we would not purchase one.

In the week prior to the meeting, Secretary Carol Moss received an email from a firm that represents cus-
tomers with online images. A copyrighted image was discovered by them in a newsletter on our website, 
and they demanded payment or negotiation from us. As a precaution, all newsletters have been temporarily 
removed. It was decided that action would be deferred until the hard copy arrived. The hard copy of the letter 
was subsequently received by Rob Skillin, and the board discussed how to move forward via an email dis-
cussion. After discussion, a motion was made by email authorizing Loring Manley to reach a settlement with 
the company. He wrote a letter explaining our situation. As of this writing, no response has been received.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE >>>
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In the week prior to the meeting, Secretary Carol Moss received an email from a firm that represents  
customers with online images. A copyrighted image was discovered by them in a newsletter on our  
website, and they demanded payment or negotiation from us. As a precaution, all newsletters have been  
temporarily removed. It was decided that action would be deferred until the hard copy arrived.  
Rob Skillin subsequently received the hard copy of the letter, and the board discussed how to move forward  
via an email discussion. After discussion, a motion was made by email authorizing Loring Manley to reach  
a settlement with the company. He wrote a letter explaining our situation. As of this writing, no response  
has been received.

Because of situations that arise outside of regular meetings that are sometimes discussed via email, such 
as the copyright issue which was resolved that way, it was requested that any communications that affect 
the club or its activities be copied to the president and the secretary so that such actions can be document-
ed. Please use the BOD mailing list previously distributed and make sure the subject line is correct. Use 
common sense when “replying to all.” Lastly, any proposed changes to the Bylaws should be presented at 
the November meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Carol Harlow Moss, Secretary

SEPTEMBER BOARD MEETING RECAP – CONTINUED

CCCSS BULLETIN BOARD
T-Shirts and Books For Sale at the Next Meeting
CCCSS Member-At-Large Natasha Erickson will have a table set up at our next meeting, selling books on 
cactus and succulent cultivation (see book listing and descriptions on the next page), as well as  beautiful 
t-shirts from our previous show and sale, and other CCCSS “swag”. She will also have the “Penny Pines” 
donation jar for anyone who wants to contribute to our reforestation efforts.

CCCSS History Project
Kathie Matsuyama has undertaken the fun project of preparing a history of CCCSS. The history will discuss 
the formation and early days of CCCSS, compile statistics on a wide variety of CCCSS topics, and create an 
archive for CCCSS photos. Do you have information regarding the formative early days? Do you have great 
photos of CCCSS events? If so, please contact Kathie Matsuyama at luvbigdogs@earthlink.net.

Currently, Kathie is looking for CCCSS Newsletters from:
2005: February, May, June, July and December
2006: January
2007: January, February, March, April, August and October
2008: May

If you have any of these old newsletters, please contact Kathie at luvbigdogs@earthlink.net. Thank You!

Also Available at Monthly Meetings: ‘Ask Me’ Table
A brand-new resource is now available for our CCCSS club members. At each monthly meeting, you can bring 
your questions about cactus and succulents to the ASK ME TABLE. The table will be capably staffed by our 
venerable expert Cactophile, Gene Schroeder. Gene has never a met cactus he didn’t like! (And many suc-
culents as well). Assisting Gene will be Succulentophile Kathie Matsuyama. Please stop by their table, con-
veniently located next to the Library table, to ask your burning cactus and succulent questions. Please do not 
bring any diseased plants to the meeting! We don’t want to infect healthy plants with any bugs, viruses, etc. 
Take a good photo and bring that instead. Thanks, and looking forward to seeing you at the ASK ME TABLE!

mailto:luvbigdogs%40earthlink.net?subject=
mailto:luvbigdogs%40earthlink.net?subject=


A very BIG THANK YOU to Susie Hubbard 
for her fabulous Garden Gathering.  
A full house of Garden Gatherers, including  
some waiting-list additions, met at Susie’s house  
on a perfectly warm late September day.  
Everyone was WOWed by Susie’s gorgeous  
garden and exceptional eye for design detail.  
Her groupings of like-colored pottery, and her  
unique incorporation of “found” items in stunning  
ways show that Susie really likes to have FUN  
in her garden! That Susie spends a lot of time  
“playing” in her garden is obvious–her plants  
are perfectly grown! I’m sure all who attended  
will agree that although Susie’s garden is small,  
it is packed, packed, and more packed with  
wonderful things to see!

CCCSS GARDEN GATHERINGS

Have you attended one of our CCCSS Garden Gatherings this year? If not, you don’t know what you’ve 
been missing! 

What are “Garden Gatherings”?  Our CCCSS club is large, and it’s sometimes hard to connect with other 
cactophiles at our huge meetings. “Garden Gatherings” are a chance for members to meet club members in a 
fun, casual garden setting. The social get-togethers include food and a tour of the member’s garden and may 
also include displays and demonstrations. 

Garden Gathering participants must be CCCSS members. 
Sign-up sheets will be available at monthly club meetings. 
The host decides the number of guests. If too many people 
sign-up, participants are chosen by lottery. Potential hosts 
will be guided through the process of pre-planning and 
event organization. We include full-service day-of-event 
support. 

Please don’t hesitate to sign up because you have a weed 
or two in your garden, we all do! And don’t worry if an  
element of your garden is not cacti or succulent-related. 
The only thing you must have is a desire to share what you 
do in your garden and a willingness to host. 

We are currently looking for hosts for future Garden  
Gatherings for November and December 2017.  
Sign-ups for 2018 are also underway. Please 
let us know if you are interested! Contact Susan  
Ross at susanrosscra@yahoo.com, or Kathie Matsuyama 
at luvbigdogs@earthlink.net.

mailto:susanrosscra%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:luvbigdogs%40earthlink.net?subject=


Available at our next meeting, we will have two sizes of this gorgeous print for you to purchase.  
The art was done by Steve Thomas for the Just Looking Gallery at 746 Higuera Street, Suite 1,  
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 (805.541.6663). The amazing and wonderful folks at the Gallery have 
offered the art to CCCSS as a fundraiser. The profit from every piece of art sold by CCCSS goes to 
CCCSS!! Thank you Ken McGavin and Ralph Gorton for your kindness and generosity!

Prices including tax:

12” x 18”  
Framed Print:  
$120 

24” x 36”  
Print on Canvas: 
$420

Orders will be taken at the 
club meetings; cash and 
checks only please.  

Your print will be ordered  
from Just Looking Gallery  
and delivered to you at the 
following club meeting. 

For more information,  
contact Kathie Matsuyama  
at luvbigdogs@earthlink.net.

BEAUTIFUL ART FOR SALE!

JOIN THE CSSA

https://cssa.myshopify.com/collections/join-cssa


BOOKS FOR SALE AT THE OCTOBER MEETING
Your purchase of any of the following books supports our ability to buy other books for our CCCSS 
library –thank you! The following books (some in very limited quantities) are available for purchase (cash 
or checks–no credit cards) at our next meeting. All prices include tax.

Aloes & Agaves In Cultivation By Jeff Moore
Jeff Moore’s second book was released in June, 2016. Jeff takes you on a 

visual tour of aloes and agaves in cultivation, highlighting both the common 
and some of the more rare specimens, with pertinent information and growing 

tips gleaned from years of experience. Hundreds and hundreds of color photos 
(almost 1,000), with some of the best information on culture, care, and history 

of these wonderful plants. A huge book at 335 pages, 10” x 10”, softbound.  
ONLY 2 COPIES LEFT!! Reasonably priced at $40.00.

Succulents for the Garden by Attila Kapitany and Rudolf Schulz
The authors show amateur gardeners what type of succulents can be used in 
the most amazing different types of garden environments. Areas covered are: 
seaside gardens, hillside country farmlets, arid inland gardens, hillside country 
gardens city courtyards, suburban nature strips, nature’s garden and more. 
Recommended plantings of different species are given, giving flower color, 
shade tolerance, pot suitability, indoor, plus outdoor planting in warmer cli-
mates, height, spread, more. Echeverias, sedums, crassulas, senecios,  
yuccas, aloes and many more are detailed. 189 color photos, 95 pages,  
7-1/4” x 9-3/4”, softbound, w/heavy color cover.  
This book is out of print and will not be reprinted. ONLY 4 COPIES LEFT!! 
Price is $26.00. 

Under the Spell of Succulents by Jeff Moore
A brand new book with exquisite color photos–covering the full spectrum  
of cultivated succulents and how we engage with them–collectors, growers, 
landscapers, container gardening and more! 230 pages, with over 800 color 
photos, 8” x 10” softbound with a glossy cover.  
A beautiful book at an extremely affordable price.
ONLY 2 COPIES LEFT!! Price is $32.00.

 
Succulent Success in the Garden by Attila Kapitany and Rudolf Schulz 

Authors show how succulents can be used in the most amazing ways in garden 
environments: seaside gardens, hillside country, farmlets, and inland gardens, plus 

city courtyards, suburban nature strips and more. Recommended plantings of  
different species are given, showing flower color, shade tolerance, pot suitability, in-
door/outdoor situations, and height, spread, more. Echeverias, sedums, crassulas, 

senecios, yuccas, aloes and many more are detailed and described.  
303 color photos, 103 pages, 7-1/4” x 9-3/4”, softbound w/heavy color cover.  

This book is out of print and will not be reprinted.  Price is $26.00.



Events for neighboring cactus and succulent groups in California:

• October 14-15
Bakersfield Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale
Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 11am-3pm 
St. Paul’s Church, 2216 17th St, Bakersfield, CA 93304 
Info: 661-831-8488 | www.bakersfieldcactus.org/

• October 28-29
Palomar Show & Sale at San Diego Botanic Gardens 
Info: hciservices@gmail.com | www.palomarcactus.org

• November 4-5
San Gabriel Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale
Saturday/Sunday 9am-4pm  
LA County Arboretum 301 No. Baldwin Ave, Arcadia, CA 
Info: Manny Rivera or John Matthews 661-714-1052 | www.sgvcss.com

2017 calendar of events

2017 CCCSS HOLIDAY POTLUCK is sunday, december 10th
The Holidays are coming! 

We have only 2 meetings before our annual holiday potluck. Due to room size, 
the club can accommodate 150 people only. Seating is on a first-come basis, 
so please get your signup sheet to me as soon as possible.

The signup sheet is on the following page. 
Please complete and return it to me. If you have any questions, 
my email is hupt74@aol.com or please call me at 805-481-5596.

Thank you! 

Pat Gilson 
Hospitality Chairperson

http://www.bakersfieldcactus.org/
mailto:hciservices%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.PalomarCactus.org
http://www.sgvcss.com
mailto:hupt74%40aol.com?subject=


HOLIDAY	POT	LUCK	SIGN	UP	
TO	BE	HELD—SUNDAY	12/10/2017	

	
REQUIRED	PERSONAL	INFO:	
NAME________________________________	
PHONE	#______	______		___________	
NUMBER	OF	PEOPLE	ATTENDING_____	
	
CLUB	WILL	SUPPPLY-HAM	&	TURKEY	
	
WHAT	WILL	YOU	BRING?	APPETIZER,	
SALAD,	SIDE	DISH,	BEVERAGE,	BREAD	
AND	BUTTER,	MAIN	DISH	OR	
DESSERT?______________________________	
	
WOULD	YOU	LIKE	TO	VOLUNTEER	FOR	
SET	UP	AND/OR	CLEAN	
UP?_________________	

Please return this completed form to Pat Gilson, at the back table of our next meeting.



PLEASE SUPPORT OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS!

CCCSS BOARD OF DIRECTORS & OFFICERS
PRESIDENT: Loring Manley / loring.manley@icloud.com

VICE PRESIDENT: Carol Mortensen / carolmortensen0@gmail.com 

SECRETARY: Carol Moss /  carol.moss@gmail.com

TREASURER: Kathy Goss / kgcactus805@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP: Barbara Brooks / barbarahbrooks@sbcglobal.net 

HOSPITALITY: Pat Gilson / hupt74@yahoo.com

LIBRARIAN: Ann Byrne / annierose1206@msn.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Mark Woods / marknslo@gmail.com

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Terry Skillin 
tjskillin@gmail.com

Natasha Erickson 
ayin1331@gmail.com

 Bill Findley 
coolcactuskid805@gmail.com

PAST PRESIDENT
Ken Byrne: agaveken@msn.com

CSSA AFFILIATE
Rob Skillin: rhskillin@gmail.com

http://www.grownursery.com/
http://roweclayworks.com/
http://www.varni.org
http://www.growinggroundsfarm.org/
http://www.gotsiramix.com/
http://taylorslandscapedesign.com/
http://www.calseedling.com/Home/tabid/36/Default.aspx
http://www.slogrowers.com/
http://amyxart.com/home.html
http://www.terrasol-gardencenter.com/
https://www.stevesupergardens.com/
http://www.farmsupplycompany.com/
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