
TOPIC OF THE MONTH: CACTI AND SUCCULENTS 101
In anticipation that we’ll be having a lot of newcomers 
attending this month, our meeting will be in a workshop 
format covering Cactus and Succulents 101. CCCSS 
Vice President Kathie Matsuyama will briefly discuss 
basic succulent care. Kathie will be followed in an open 
forum by former CCCSS President Gene Schroeder 
and previous CCCSS Vice President Markus Mumper 
who will answer questions regarding your cactus and 
succulent plants.

Do you have questions about the basic growing  
conditions needed for succulents? What light, water, 
soil or unusual care does your individual plant require?  
Our experts will do their best to answer your  
specific questions about in-the-ground plantings or  
container gardening. 

Please come prepared with your questions, and 
don’t be shy! Gene, Markus and Kathie hope you 
will enjoy the opportunity to ask our knowledgeable 
club members your burning cactus and succulent  
questions. Speakers will be bringing plants for sale to 
the meeting.

Our Next Meeting Is Sunday, June 11, 2017
Oddfellows Hall, 520 Dana St (Off Nipomo), San Luis Obispo

Don’t miss it!
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THE CALIFORNIA GARDEN CLUBS, INC. ANNUAL STATEWIDE CONVENTION

Also from Ken Byrne:

The California Garden Clubs, Inc. Annual Statewide Convention was in SLO last week at the Embassy 
Suites...CCCSS is a Member-Club. It started just two days after our Show & Sale, and because CCCSS 
is a Member-Club of CGCI (we are in their Montana de Oro District (MdO) – the HOST District to this  
Convention) several CCCSS members assisted me working the registration desk for 12 shifts on Tuesday 
and Wednesday: I thank Jann Masilun, Linda Hicks, Susan Chandler, Terry Skillin, Ann Byrne, Leisa 
Deick, and Linda Swanson.  Additional Reg-Desk help (18 total shifts) was given by members of other 
MdO-Dist. Garden Clubs: principally the Cayucos, Los Osos, Multi-Flora (Paso Robles), and probably 
other clubs’ members, too!  A BIG THANK YOU to ALL CCCSS helpers...especially so shortly after 
working OUR Show & Sale!!

In conjunction to their Convention, CGCI hosted a Floral Exhibition at SLO’s historic JACK-HOUSE on 
Marsh St., Wednesday through Friday evening. CCCSS members exhibited four Succulent displays, 
among the 24 total floral displays: Kathie Matsuyama, Maggie Wagner, Ann Byrne, and Barbara Brooks.  
Barbara Brooks won PEOPLE’s CHOICE AWARD (voted on by Wednesday viewers) with her unique (my 
words) “Succulent Women’s Dress and Cape”, which had been in our show that prior weekend, so you may 
have seen it. The public loved it. Congratulations, Barbara! 

SOME THANK-YOU’S
THE RECENT CCCSS ANNUAL SHOW & SALE:

From Ken Byrne, outgoing President:

“GREAT SHOW!”  “WONDERFUL SALE!”
So many people said those sorts of things at our CCCSS Show and Sale on Memorial Day weekend, 
2017. YOU Members outdid yourselves with beautiful Succulent entries–many multi-year visitors told me 
it was the BEST EVER! And while we are looking for the next wave of large-quantity cactus specialists 
to fill up that room, the overall display showed quality and was admired by the public again this year.  
Many collections, all the dish gardens; two educational displays, and two tables full of C&S art-work  
rounded out the entries–there was something for everyone!

ALL THANKS go to our 2017 Show & Sale committee members and our MANY WONDERFUL 
VOLUNTEER STAFF again this year. Planning, organization, and volunteer assistance made it a success. 
It wouldn’t happen without you!

So...THANK YOU, ONE and ALL !!!

From Pat Gilson, Volunteer Organizer:

To all of the Show & Sale volunteers: Thank you for all of your time and hard work! Now we can all breathe 
a sigh of relief until next year.

Thank you again!



CCCSS: LAST MEETING RECAP
President Ken Byrne brought the general membership meeting of the Central Coast Cactus & Succulent  
Society to order at 2:10 PM on Sunday – Mother’s Day – May 14, 2017. Ken thanked the members who  
provided refreshments and welcomed about six first-time visitors. All received a succulent in thanks.

Announcements

• Member Bob Mulvaney passed away recently. Services are at 10 AM on June 2 at the Jack House in 
San Luis Obispo. A sympathy card was sent in the name of CCCSS.

• The 2017 T-shirts were on sale!
• S&S entry cards and categories were available at the back table.
• The most recent bus trip was wonderful.
• The next trip will be to the Inner-City show and sale at the Arboretum in mid-August.
• The Garden Gathering at Mary and Harry Harlow’s garden was canceled due to rain (!) and will be  

rescheduled.
• The next Garden Gathering is at Linda Drake’s garden on Sunday, June 25, in San Luis Obispo.
• To enter plants in the S&S live auction, contact Bill Findley.
• A hypertufa class is scheduled for June 17.
• PLEASE PROVIDE THE PRESIDENT WITH ANNOUNCEMENTS PRIOR TO THE BEGINNING  

OF THE MEETING.

Past-president Charles Varni announced the slate of candidates for the coming fiscal year. This is a volun-
teer organization, and we are constantly looking for more volunteers to help run our club. After elections, 
Charles will relinquish his post as past-president to Ken Byrne. There were no nominations from the floor 
and the slate of officers was elected by acclamation. The elected officers and members of the executive 
committee are as follows:
 President: Loring Manley
 Vice-President: Carol Mortensen
 Secretary: Carol Harlow Moss
 Treasurer: Kathy Goss
 Newsletter Editor: Mark Woods
 Members-at-Large: Terry Skillin, Natasha Erickson and Bill Findley
 Hospitality: Pat Gilson 
 Publicity: Wayne Mills
 … and Past-President: Ken Byrne.

Our parent organization, the Cactus and Succulent Society of America, has asked CCCSS to host their  
biennial convention in 2019 at dates to be determined. If accepted, the entire membership will be  
committed to a project that will span multiple years and executive boards, and will require a  
considerable number of volunteers and hours to accomplish. Multiple committees will be formed that will 
meet monthly for approximately 18 months. A previous vote indicated that about 40 members said they would  
volunteer to work on this project. It will undoubtedly take more volunteers than that. CSSA will make the  
ultimate decision on where the 2019 convention will be held. CCCSS is either the largest, or second-largest 
club in California. An issue affecting location is the lack of direct flights into San Luis Obispo. Members 
who work many hours (not a fixed number, but the last one required 14 hours) will be admitted to a lecture. 
Wayne Mills pointed out that our reward will be the self-esteem that we did it. Some money can be made 
for us from the sale of t-shirts and related items. A motion was made and seconded that would authorize 
CCCSS to make a proposal to CSSA to host the biennial convention in 2019. There were 87 people in at-
tendance at the meeting. Approximately 37 members voted in favor of hosting the convention, and 17 were 
against it. The remainder of attendees abstained. Therefore, the motion passed.



CCCSS: LAST MEETING RECAP (continued)

Show and Sale Announcements

• The S&S will include a no-host dinner at AJ Spurs on Saturday evening.
• Our website contains current information about the club and the S&S. Hit your “refresh” button if you  

get old information.
• CSSA will provide a special award for educational exhibits.
• Entered plants should not be watered for at least a week before the show, and tags should be removed.
• Bring boxes Friday night.
• Do not park in the Ludwick Center lot. Morgan Stanley across the street has given us permission to park 

in their lot.
• Plants should be brought to the Ludwick Center on Friday between 2 and 6 PM.
• There will be a pre-sale for VOLUNTEERS AND EXHIBITORS between 7 and 8 PM. Plants must be paid 

for and removed Friday evening. The judges’ clerks will be allowed to shop earlier.
• Forty-five Rookies entered plants last year. Rookies are exhibitors who are entering plants in a show for 

the first time.
• Rob Skillin has entry forms and schedules for the CSSA show at The Huntington June 30 – July 2, along 

with free passes.

Plant-of-the-Month displays featured staged show plants. Terry Excel and Tim Dawson brought in Brag 
plants. Don’t forget that people who bring plants for the Brag and POM tables receive a free raffle ticket. 
Raffle plants were discussed, and the meeting took a break.

Following the break, Kathie Matsuyama introduced our featured speaker, Karen Osler, who gave a  
PowerPoint presentation, followed by a demonstration on how to stage a plant for a show. Karen made the 
following comments (among others):

• Remember that entering plants in a show is like going to a party where you probably wouldn’t wear  
cutoffs and flip-flops (really?)…make sure your plants look their very best, including the pot and staging.

• Some clubs have the following standards for judging: Primary consideration is staging, at 25 percent.  
In CSSA shows, the standard for staging is 15 – 20 percent. Secondary is presentation, with the balance 
going to the quality of the plant itself.

• Clean your tools with alcohol so you don’t spread problems; Wear gloves.
• Make sure your pots are clean, especially plastic pots. Spruce up plastic pots with mineral oil.  

Clay pots should not have mineral buildup on them.
• Judges don’t want to see ceramic frogs or pink rocks!
• Choose pots that complement the color and/or shape of the plant.
• Put your plant in the middle of a square or round pot. Oblong, rectangular, or odd-shaped pots should 

place the plant off to the side.
• Spacing: your thumb should fit between the plant and the inner edge of the pot. Top dressing should be 

added up to the top rim.
• Rocks should match the top dressing. Big pots/plants are more attractive with bigger top dressing,  

while smaller pots and plants require more delicate top dressing.
• Don’t put rocks around the entire plant, or use non-matching rocks. Use rocks in odd numbers: 1, 3, etc.
• Water from the side, on a rock that extends to the bottom of the pot.
• When repotting, check the roots by removing all old soil. 
• Chopsticks are handy for supporting the bare-root plant as you decide how to place it.
• Face the plant in the pot to look at the judge. Tilt it forward.
• A bonsai book can have helpful hints for staging plants.



From Barbara Brooks, Your CCCSS Membership Chairperson:

On behalf of our CCCSS Board of Directors, I’d like to  
personally thank you for your continued loyalty to our wonderful club!  
We appreciate your membership since your support allows us to  
continue all our fun and educational activities in addition to our 
monthly meetings. This past year, our members have enjoyed field 
trips to Lotus Land, attended workshops such as Bonsai design 
and creating Hypertufa planters, and toured member’s succulent  
gardens. This year’s events include a field trip to the Inter-City Show 
and Sale at the LA Arboretum, a succulent pumpkin workshop, 
and more garden tours–just to name a few. So please renew your 
annual membership today–it’s easy! See Barbara Brooks at the  
membership table at the monthly meetings or mail your  
annual dues. New members are always welcome.  
We couldn’t have our club without your support.  

Thank you!

Following the video presentation, Karen did a hands-on demonstration of staging a plant.
• Wear gloves.
• Don’t lay rocks on the top of the soil, but bury them about one-third. Your goal is to mimic plants in situ.
• Use azalea fertilizer (acidic) at 1/16 the recommended strength.
• To keep plants small, re-pot in 2 years – shave out one-half inch of the roots all around and then put 

back in the same pot. For more growth, transplant into a larger pot.
• Don’t water or use pesticides before the show.
• Make sure your plants are free of diseases/insects.

Following Karen’s most useful presentation, the raffles were held, the meeting adjourned, the room was 
cleaned and the Plant Exchange was held. The Board of Directors meeting followed.

Respectfully submitted,
Carol Harlow Moss, Secretary

CCCSS logo window decals
Free CCCSS vinyl window decals will be available at the June  
meeting for this year’s Show and Sale volunteers. See Loring Manley.

Thank you to Gwyneth Manley for making the decals!

CCCSS ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE STARTS NOW!

CCCSS: LAST MEETING RECAP (continued)

Please renew  
your CCCSS club  
membership today!



GARDEN GATHERINGS

What are the “Garden Gatherings” all about?

Our club (CCCSS) has grown very large and it is  
sometimes a challenge to connect with other cactophiles 
at the monthly meetings. The “Garden Gatherings” are an  
opportunity for members to get to know others in the club in 
a casual garden setting. These gatherings sometimes will 
have food, displays, demonstrations, and of course tours of 
the various member gardens. This is bi-monthly, or maybe 
monthly, if the demand increases and we have garden hosts 
to share their gardens.

All participants must be members of the club.  
A sign-up sheet will be available at the monthly club  
meetings. The host determines the appropriate number of 
guests and if we have too many sign-ups the participants will be  
chosen via lottery and notified by email. Please indicate 
when signing up if you are a couple who would like to attend 
together (don’t want to split people up).

The hosts will be guided through the process of  
setting up the event, and Kathie and/or Bill will be at the  
gathering to help with the details as well as meet prior to 
the event. If you are hosting, your garden does not have 
to be picture perfect—it may have a few weeds (we all 
have them) and an area of the garden that is not cacti or  
succulent-related. The only thing you must have is a  
desire to share what you do in your garden and  
willingness to host. 

Contact Bill Findley at coolcactuskid805@gmail.com, or  
Kathie Matsuyama at luvbigdogs@earthlink.com if you have 
any questions or would like to open your home to an event. 

We are taking sign-ups for the next exciting  
Garden Gathering! It will be hosted by Linda Drake in  
San Luis Obispo, on Sunday June 25th. Two different time 
slots (10am and noon) will accommodate more people  
in this amazing small garden. The sign-up sheet will be at  
the June meeting. 

mailto:coolcactuskid805%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:luvbigdogs%40earthlink.com?subject=


RECENT LOTUS LAND VOLUNTEER TRIP
Some photos from our volunteer reward bus trip to Lotus Land 
on April 27, 2017. Thanks to all our 2016 Show & Sale volun-
teers! 

Our 2017 Show & Sale volunteer reward bus trip will be to the 
Inter-City Cactus Show and Sale at the LA County Arboretum 
on August 12, 2017. More details below!

NEXT VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION TRIP
Volunteer Appreciation trip for the 2017 Show & Sale will be a bus trip to the Los Angeles Show and Sale 
at the Arboretum in Arcadia. There will be a sign-up sheet at the June meeting for those interested. This 
trip is a first come/first serve basis.

Saturday, August 12, 2017
LA Inter City Show and Sale, Los Angeles Arboretum

Tentative schedule:  
Departing Madonna Plaza, SLO, at 6:15am (Pismo outlets at 6:35am); Arrive at the Arboretum at 9:30am;  
Returning departure at 3:45pm, arrive at Madonna Plaza at 7:00pm (Pismo Outlets 20 minutes earlier).

A $10.00 non-refundable deposit is necessary at the time you sign-up.

**Terry Skillin needs someone to man the sign-up table at the June meeting as she will be away at her two 
daughters’ Graduation celebrations. Please call if you can help: 805.473.0788.



Succulent Success in the Garden by Attila Kapitany and Rudolf Schulz 
Authors show how succulents can be used in the most amazing ways in garden 
environments: seaside gardens, hillside country, farmlets, and inland gardens, 
plus city courtyards, suburban nature strips and more. Recommended plant-
ings of different species are given, showing flower color, shade tolerance, pot  
suitability, indoor/outdoor situations, and height, spread, more. Echeverias, sedums, 
crassulas, senecios, yuccas, aloes and many more are detailed and described. 
303 color photos, 103 pages, 7-1/4” x 9-3/4”, softbound w/heavy color cover.  
This book is out of print and will not be reprinted.  Price is $26.00

BOOKS FOR SALE
Your purchase of any of the following books supports our ability to buy other books for our CCCSS library. 
Thank You! The following books (some in very limited quantities) are available for purchase (Cash or 
Checks, no credit cards) at the June meeting. All prices include tax.

Aloes & Agaves In Cultivation By Jeff Moore
Jeff Moore’s second book was released in June, 2016. Jeff 
takes you on a visual tour of aloes and agaves in cultivation,  
highlighting both the common and some of the more rare specimens, with  
pertinent information and growing tips gleaned from years of  
experience. Hundreds and hundreds of color photos (almost 1,000), 
with some of the best information on culture, care, history of these 
wonderful plants. A huge book! 335 pages, 10” x 10”, softbound.  
ONLY FIVE COPIES LEFT!! Reasonably priced at $40.00

Succulents for the Garden by Attila Kapitany and Rudolf Schulz
The authors show amateur gardeners what type of succulents can 
be used in the most amazing different types of garden environments.  
Areas covered are: seaside gardens, hillside country farmlets, arid  
inland gardens, hillside country gardens city courtyards, suburban  
nature strips, nature’s garden and more. Recommended  
plantings of different species are given, giving flower color, shade  
tolerance, pot suitability, indoor, plus outdoor planting in warmer climates, 
height, spread, more. Echeverias, sedums, crassulas, senecios, yuccas,  
aloes and many more are detailed. 189 color photos, 95 pages, 7-1/4” x 9-3/4”, 
softbound, w/heavy color cover. This book is out of print and will not be 
reprinted. ONLY FOUR COPIES LEFT!! Price is $26.00 

Under the Spell of Succulents by Jeff Moore
A brand new book with exquisite color photos -- covering the full  
spectrum of cultivated succulents and how we engage with them—
collectors, growers, landscapers, container gardening and more! 
Over 800 color photos, 230 pages, 8” x 10”, softbound with a glossy 
color cover. A beautiful book at an extremely affordable price.
ONLY 5 COPIES LEFT!! Price is $32.00



CCCSS DONATES $952 TO SUPPORT US NATIONAL FOREST REFORESTATION PROGRAM!!! 

The Central Coast Cactus and Succulent Society has donated $952 to supported the US National  
Forest “Penny Pines Reforestation Project”. Our club’s Penny Pines donations support our local Los Padres  
National Forest where more than 175,000 acres burned in horrific fires in 2016. We received this letter from 
the US Forest Service dated May 31, 2017:

Dear Central Coast Cactus and Succulent Society:
 
Thank you for your donation. As you know, the Penny Pines/
Plant-A-Tree  program  supports  our efforts by augmenting  
allocations for ecological restoration in damaged  
areas caused by catastrophic wildfires, which  
occurred over the last few years. These fires generated an  
unprecedented amount of reforestation, especially  
within the Day and Zaca fire areas. Since the spring of 2012, 
we have planted an estimated 800,000 trees. We plan to  
double this number over the next decade. These  
restoration efforts will provide wildlife habitat, watershed 
protection, and soil stabilization.

Thank you for your interest in the Los  
Padres National Forest.

Peggy Hernandez
Forest Supervisor

Our contributions in increments of $68 (the 
amount requested by the National Forest) 
will support the cost of planting an acre of 
seedlings. But we need your help! Please 
donate to our Penny Pines collection jar 
located at the membership table every 
month. Your spare change, literally pen-
nies, nickels and dimes (or a dollar or two or five!); will help us restore  
another fire scorched acre in the Los Padres National Forest.

Where does the $68.00 per acre go? It goes to:
• Prepare sites for new trees or planting seedlings.
• Grow seedlings from local seeds and acorns; which are  

replanted near collection sites.
• Maintain existing trees, improve wildlife habitat, or replant 

burned forests.
• Provide watershed protection, soil stabilization and  

recreational area shade.

Thank you for your support of the United States National Forest Penny Pines Reforestation 
Program. Let’s make 2017 an even more generous year! Please help us reach a goal of $1,000!

Penny Pines Reforestation Project



Board of Directors Meeting
The Board of Directors meeting began at 5:30 PM on Sunday, May 14, 2017, with the following officers in 
attendance: Ken Byrne, President; Pat Gilson, Hospitality; Kathie Matsuyama, Vice President; Wayne Mills, 
Publicity; Carol Moss, Secretary; and Maggie Wagner, Treasurer. Officers not present: Terry Skillin, MAL;  
Erin Stratton, Newsletter Editor; David Westberg, MAL; and Charles Varni, Past President.  
Appointed positions present: Barbara Brooks, Membership and Rob Skillin, CSSA Representative.  
Also in attendance: Natasha Erickson, Bill Findley, Kathy Goss, Terry Leivers, Loring Manley, Markus 
Mumper, and Claudette Rettig. 

• Maggie gave the Treasurer’s report. $700 in t-shirts were sold at today’s meeting. 
• Membership reported four renewals and one new member. 
• The proposed audit was discussed. It was reported that an official audit would cost a minimum of $10,000. 

Kathy Goss, incoming Treasurer, is OK with assuming the position without an audit. 
• Insurance for the board of directors was discussed, with an estimated cost of $900 per year. CGCI insur-

ance will be discussed at the July board meeting.
• The new board members will be introduced at the June meeting and will begin their duties on July 1.
• With the approval of the membership, Ken Byrne will advise CSSA of the club’s willingness to host the 

2019 convention.
• Ken and Ann Byrne and Maggie Wagner and Markus Mumper will attend the CSSA convention this year 

in Tempe, Arizona.
• It was decided that we do not need to pay for an ad in New Times.
• People who sign up for bus trips but cancel will not be reimbursed.
• The window stickers provided by Loring Manley’s daughter were discussed as a possible incentive. 
• Gene Schroeder has volunteered to be our “Ask Me” expert. 
• Kathie is working on the club history project.
• Ken has found a wireless microphone setup and will rent it for a try-out. He and Barbara are coordinating 

on this. Cost is about $1,200 to purchase, and can be rented for about $130 a day.
• Workshops were discussed. A hypertufa class is scheduled for June 17, and Barbara is planning a pump-

kin workshop in September.
• Ann Byrne will fill in for Carol Moss at the July meeting.
• Rob Skillin suggested spending profits on books to purchase more books. Rob found a source for books 

that are out-of-print. Upon motion duly made and seconded, Rob Skillin was authorized to purchase 
some of these books. A committee was formed to research the purchase of additional books, consisting 
of Ann Byrne, Gene Schroeder and Kathie Matsuyama, and Rob will also make suggestions. The BOD 
will be notified by email of potential purchases; the committee was given discretion on matters that need 
immediate attention.

• Rob suggested that an inventory be prepared of all club property, noting who is responsible for each item.

The meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Carol Harlow Moss, Secretary

JOIN THE CSSA

https://cssa.myshopify.com/collections/join-cssa


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS!

CCCSS BOARD OF DIRECTORS & OFFICERS
PRESIDENT
Loring Manley 
 loring.manley@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Carol Mortensen 
carolmortensen0@gmail.com 

SECRETARY
Carol Moss 
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PUBLICITY
Wayne Mills 
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MEMBERSHIP
Barbara Brooks 
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HOSPITALITY
Pat Gilson 
hupt74@yahoo.com

LIBRARIAN
Ann Byrne 
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Mark Woods 
marknslo@gmail.com

CSSA AFFILIATE
Rob Skillin 
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Ken Byrne 
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