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590 FB MEMBERS!
CLUB UPDATES & MEMBER PHOTOS

APRIL 2017

OUR NExT MEETING: Sunday APRIL 9, 2PM
THE ODDFELLOWS HALL 520 DANA ST. (off Nipomo St.)  mark your calendar!

SPEAKER OF THE MONTH: Joe Stead
Succulent Propagation

Joe Stead has worked in the Orange Coast College Horticulture 
Deptartment for the last 24 years. He works full time as a coordinator 
and teaches part time. The classes he teaches are: Plant propagation, 
Greenhouse science, and ‘Cactus and Succulents and their use in the 
Landscape’.
Joe will be discussing Succulent propagation. He will have a short keynote 
presentation. That will be followed by a demonstration of various types of 
propagation. The succulents Joe loves to propagate include, Fouquieria, 
Operculicarya, Bursera, Boswellia, and many more. His goal is to inspire our 
club members to try to propagate the plants in their collections.
Joe will bring some plants to sell. Also, he says that when he gives a talk on propagation he always has 
some plants to give away.
The photo of Joe was taken in March 2017 in Catavina, Baja California.

http://www.centralcoastcactus.org


Plant of the Month Editor’s Note: I would be remiss as the Hostess of your Speaker of the Month if 
I neglected to show you another aspect of our very talented speaker Joe Stead. Below are photo-
graphs of the Segerstrom garden in Corona del Mar which Joe designed to resemble an underwater 
location using succulents. WOW! The garden was featured in Sunset Magazine in September 2012.

Kathie Matsuyama



CCCSS: LAST Meeting Recap                                                            
  On a beautiful afternoon, President Ken Byrne called to order the General Membership meeting of the Central 

Coast Cactus and Succulent Society.  Ken announced that there were two special guests in the audience, 
Gunnar Eisel, the General Manager of our national parent organization, Cactus and Succulent Society of America 
(CSSA), who is the meeting’s Special Speaker, and Art Posch, president of the Santa Barbara Cactus and 
Succulent Society.  Both men will attend the Board of Directors meeting to discuss the 2019 CSSA Convention.  
Seventeen members raised their hand when Ken asked how many of our members in attendance belong to 
CSSA.  Ken then called up the people who contributed to the break snacks and asked them to select a succulent 
in thanks, followed by a handful of first-time guests.

Announcements:

Carol Mortensen announced that the t-shirt design contest will be held at the April meeting.  Each year we have 
a special commemorative t-shirt for the Show and Sale.  Please submit designs (preferably in JPEG) to Carol 
(carolmortensen0@gmail.com) prior to the next meeting and she will display them and members will vote on 
their favorite design.

Charles Varni said there are still open positions of the executive team, including the vice-president , who 
schedules featured speakers at our meetings.  Outgoing VP Kathie Matsuyama will mentor the new officer, and 
Kathie has already scheduled speakers through the end of the year.  Wayne Mills, Publicity, would love to retire 
and hopes to be able to mentor a replacement.

Charles also announced that he had the promotional postcards for the S&S at the meeting and encouraged 
everyone to take some to distribute.  He asked people to assume responsibility for a specific area, like Santa 
Margarita.  Cards should be distributed to nurseries and big box stores, bridge clubs, places of worship, places 
of employment, gyms, etc.

Terry Skillin announced that the back-up thank-you trip will be a field trip to Lotusland, San Marcos Growers, 
Terra Sol, and lunch in Jeff Chemnick’s amazing garden.  The bus is unable to drive onto Jeff’s property, so 
people will be dropped off at the bottom of the driveway.  There will be considerable walking on this trip; about 
two miles at Lotusland and up Jeff’s driveway.  Pick-up is at the Madonna Plaza on THURSDAY, APRIL 27, at 
7:15 am, and at the Pismo Outlets at 7:30 am.  Return time uncertain, but maybe as late as 7:00 pm.  In addition 
to the lunch provided by CCCSS, the trip will include a breakfast bag and coffee, plant raffles both ways, and 
appetizers and beverages on the return trip.  Cost is $10 for members who worked at the 2016 S&S but did not 
attend the first reward trip, $30 for all other members, and $85 for non-members, which is the approximate total 
value of the trip.  

Rob Skillin talked about the show and sale, and mentioned that members should start saving boxes, which 
should be brought to the Ludwick Center on Friday during the S&S setup.  Please do not bring very small 
containers or very large boxes.  Last year we had plenty of boxes overall, but really needed some smaller ones, 
especially the smaller Amazon-type boxes (10x7).

Terry Skillin demonstrated some educational displays that won awards in previous shows, and encouraged 
members to make an educational display for this year’s show.  CSSA will provide a special award if there are at 
least two entries in this category.  Ken and/or Rob should be notified in advance so there will be room for them 
in the show area.  The show is not only for plants; there is a category that includes photos and arts and crafts.

Carol Preston announced that she had the signup list for the 2017 Sponsored Awards.  The $30 donation pays 
for a special rosette and this award is separate from all other awards.  Sponsors are recognized in the Show 
Schedule and receive recognition at the show.  All sponsorships were sold.

Barbara Brooks had a signup sheet for volunteers to work at the registration table at the CGCI convention from 
May 31-June 3 at Embassy Suites.



CCCSS: LAST Meeting Recap                                                            
  Kathie Matsuyama passed around the Penny Pines jar.  She also announced that we have two new books for 

sale, Robin Stockwell’s Succulents: The Ultimate Guide to Choosing, Designing, and Growing 200 Easy-Care Plants 
($20) and Jeff Moore’s Aloes & Agaves in Cultivation ($40).  Please remember that the profit from these sales 
goes directly into new books for our library.  Robin Stockwell donated a box of his books to CCCSS!  Kathie also 
mentioned that the moving sale announced in last month’s newsletter with incomplete information was for the 
benefit of Joann and Charles Spotts who are moving to Chico.

Bill Findley described the first Garden Gathering that was recently held in his garden.  Harry and Mary Harlow will 
be hosting a gathering on May 7.  Anyone interested in hosting a Garden Gathering should contact Kathie or Bill.  
It’s a wonderful opportunity to interact with members in a social setting.

Rob Skillin described the brag plants, plant of the month examples and the raffle plants.  He mentioned that the 
winter growers are starting to go dormant, so watering needs to be cut back for them.  It is risky to water plants 
that are dormant as they can get mushy and rot.  Start watering when new growth starts.  The group then took a 
break.

Following the break, Kathie introduced Gunnar Eisel, who commented that we have a wonderful club, in the 
best hobby ever.  Gunnar gave a very informative overview of collecting succulents … lots of good advice for 
the novice, along with more detailed advice for more advanced collectors.  He suggested starting with plants 
that are easy to grow, and said to buy two of the same plant.  If one makes it and one doesn’t, you will know 
it wasn’t your fault.  And if they both fail, you need to analyze why.  He recommends two watering schedules, 
one for cactus and one for succulents.  He said to expect some losses.  We saw photographs of some sample 
collections.  Gunnar also mentioned the 2017 CSSA Convention that will be held in Tempe, Arizona, this summer.  
Information is available online.

The raffles were held, the meeting adjourned, and the plant exchange was held.  The Board of Directors meeting 
followed.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol Harlow Moss, Secretary

 



PLANT of the MONTH: Kalanchoe 
by Tom Glavich (edited by Kathie Matsuyama)

Kalanchoe is one of the main genera of leaf succulents in the Crassulaceae family. 
Kalanchoe is a winter grower and generally look their best in late winter and early 
spring. Kalanchoeis closely related to three other genera, Cotyledon, Adromischus and 
Tylecodon; many members of all four families were originally described as Cotyledon.     
Kalanchoe is a pantropical genus with many species in Africa and Madagascar, with 
significant (but less well known) populations in Socotra, India, tropical Asia, Indonesia, 
and a few in Central America.  Kalanchoe is by far the most widely propagated 
and grown succulent plant in the world.  It is produced by the millions as a winter 
houseplant all over the world.  
The most popular of all is Kalanchoe blossfeldiana, from a cloud forest on Mount 
Tsaratanana in northeastern Madagascar.  Cultivars with red, yellow, orange and even 
purple flowers developed from this species are produced each year by vegetative 
propagation (usually by micropropagation or cloning) in large commercial nurseries 
and sold in florists, supermarkets and garden shops.  It is virtually indestructible and 
grows and blooms through the winter in heated apartments, offices, etc. with little 
care.  It eventually gets leggy and stops blooming and is generally thrown out.   
Kalanchoe care is extraordinarily easy.  They tolerate light frosts and do well outside 
in winter rain.  A few of the more tropical species are sensitive to cold.  Most of the 
species sold in florists will do well as bedding plants in local gardens.  
But, producing a show quality plant requires a bit more work.  Pruning and pinching 
of growing tips to encourage side growth is required to get a full-bodied plant.  Since 
most of the cultivated species come from the cloud forests of Madagascar they never 
go through long periods of dryness and require some watering and moisture even 
during their summer dormant period.  
Propagation is easy.  Take a cutting and stick it in some potting soil.  Success is 
virtually guaranteed.  There is no need to wait for the end to dry, no need for growth 
hormones, etc. Leaves can also be rooted and many leaves falling from a plant will 
often root on the potting bench or in neighboring pots.  Although pot grown Kalanchoe 
lose their bottom leaves when they are stressed for water, Kalanchoe grown in the 
ground do not have this problem.  Much larger and better looking plants can be grown 
in the ground than can ever be grown in pots.  Plants grown in the ground look much 
more like those from habitat. 
Kalanchoes to Grow:
Kalanchoe beharensis is a variable large leafed plant from Madagascar.  There are 
several unusual shaped and colored cultivars available, including ‘Fang’ and ‘Oak Leaf’.  
The leaves are often felt-like, with a mixture of green and brown.   
Kalanchoe fedtschenkoi is another variable species, common in the florist trade as well 
as succulent shows.  There are many varieties and cultivars, and several interesting 
variegated forms as well.  It has blue-purple to gray to white leaves, depending on the 
cultivar.  It is weak stemmed, and is often grown as a sprawling or even hanging plant. 
Kalanchoe rhombopilosa is a small plant, reluctant to branch, with dense beautiful gray 
leaves covered with red spots and lines.   
Kalanchoe synsepala has great blue-green leaves with red to purple serrated edges.  It 
produces offsets on long trailing stems.  It is great as a hanging plant, or in a show pot. 
Kalanchoe tomentosa is a wonderful densely leafed shrub.  The leaves are green and 
white and feel as if felt covered.  When given enough light and water, the edges turn red 
or brown.  It is easy to grow poorly, but very hard to grow well. 
Kalanchoe uniflora is another climbing species.  Despite its name, the flowers occur in 
groups of three, with many groups per plant.  It is naturally epiphytic, and is happiest 
as a hanging plant. 
References:  W. Rauh, Succulent and Xerophytic Plants of Madagascar;
M. Sajeva and M. Costanzo, Succulents, The Illustrated Dictionary

Reprinted from the San Gabriel Valley Cactus & Succulent Society COMMUNIQUE April 2016.

Kalanchoe pumila

Kalanchoe beharensis

Kalanchoe luciae Fantastic

Kalanchoe uniflora

Kalanchoe fedtschenkoi Variegata 
Aurora Borealis



Upcoming Events
April 8-9 South Coast Cactus & Succulent Society—Show and Sale South Coast Botanical Gardens, 
26300 Crenshaw Boulevard INFO 310-578-1953 INFO: http://www.southcoastcss.org

April 9 CCCSS Meeting

April 22 Skillin Open Greenhouse Day, 10am - 3pm. Skillin Ranch, 8910 Camino Cielo, Arroyo Grande. 
See flyer at the back of this newsletter. For information please call Rob or Terry at (805) 709-3033. 

April 23 Huntington Plant Sale 10am-4:30pm 626-405-3504 Huntington Botanical Gardens 1151 Oxford 
Road, San Marino. INFO: http://www.huntington.org

April 30 Morro Bay AAUW Garden Tour noon-5pm. Visit five outstanding gardens in Morro Bay, Los 
Osos, and Cayucos.  morrobayaauw.org or call (805) 528-2593.

May 5-6 Sunset Cactus & Succulent Show and Sale INFO 310-822-1783 Veterans Memorial Center, 
Garden Room, 4117 Overland Avenue, Culver City. INFO: http://www.sunsetsucculentsociety.org

May 7 South Bay Epiphyllum Society Show & Sale—9am-4pm South Coast Botanical Gardens.  
INFO: 310 833-6823 http://www.mattslandscape.com/sbes/

May 12-13 Gates Cactus & Succulent Society 34th Show & Sale Friday & Saturday 9-4:30 Jurupa 
Mountains Cultural Center, 7621 Granite Hill Drive Glen Avon. INFO: 951-360-8802 http://gatescss.org

May 20-21 Long Beach Cactus Club Plant Show & Sale 10am-5pm Rancho Los Alamitos, 6400 Bix by 
Hill Road, Long Beach. INFO: 310 922-6090 http://www.lbcss.org

May 20-21 Monterey Bay Area Cactus and Succulent Society Show & Sale – Spring. 
INFO: http://www.mbsucculent.org/

May 27 & 28 Central Coast Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale, 10am - 5pm Saturday, and 
10am - 4pm Sunday. Ludwick Center, 864 Santa Rosa, San Luis Obispo .INFO: 805-237-2054 www.
centralcoastcactus.org

June 3 & 4 San Diego Cactus & Succulent Society - Summer Show & Sale Balboa Park, Room 101, San 
Diego. INFO: http://sdcss.net/sdcss_004.htm

June TBA San Francisco Succulent & Cactus Society Show & Sale – San Francisco County Fair Building 
at 9th Avenue and Lincoln Way, San Francisco. INFO: http://sfsucculent.org/

June 10-11 Los Angeles Cactus & Succulent Society Plant Show & Sale, Saturday, 11th 9am-5pm, 
Sunday, 12th 9am-3:30pm, Sepulveda Garden Center, 16633 Magnolia Boulevard, Encino.  
INFO www.lacactus.com

June 30 – July 3 CSSA Annual Show & Sale - Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road. Sales 
July 1-July 3. Show Opens on July 1st. INFO: http://www.cssainc.org

July 20-22 Orange County Cactus & Succulent Society Summer Show & Sale,1000 S. State College Bl., 
(Anaheim United Methodist Church) Anaheim. INFO 949 212-8417 http://occss.org/wp_occss_new/

Join the CSSA
 http://cssa.myshopify.com/collections/join-cssa

http://www.southcoastcss.org
http://www.huntington.org
http://www.sunsetsucculentsociety.org
http://www.mattslandscape.com/sbes/
http://gatescss.org
http://www.lbcss.org
http://www.mbsucculent.org/
http://www.centralcoastcactus.org
http://www.centralcoastcactus.org
http://sdcss.net/sdcss_004.htm
http://sfsucculent.org/
http://www.lacactus.com
http://www.cssainc.org
http://occss.org/wp_occss_new/


Upcoming Events
CSSA Convention 2017 July 26-31 Tempe, Arizona http://www.cssainc.org

August 12-13 32nd Annual Intercity Show & Sale LA County Arboretum, 9am-5pm Daily, 301 No. 
Baldwin Ave, INFO: Tom Glavich 626 798-2430 or Artie Chavez 818-482-8795 http://www.sgvcss.com

September 2 Huntington Botanical Gardens Succulent Symposium All Day at the Huntington.  
INFO: 626-405-3504 http://www.cssainc.org

September 3 Long Beach Cactus Club Annual Plant Auction -12pm-5pm Rancho Los Alamitos, 6400 
Bixby Hill Road, Long Beach. INFO: 310 922-6090

Sept or Oct TBA Monterey Bay Area Cactus and Succulent Society Show & Sale – Fall VFW Hall 1960 
Freedom Blvd. Freedom, CA http://www.mbsucculent.org/

October 7-8 Bakersfield Cactus & Succulent Society Show & Sale INFO 661-831-8488 Mall View Road,     
Bakersfield, Saturday 10/8 10am-5pm, Sunday 10/9 11am-4pm http://www.bakersfieldcactus.org/

October 28-29 Palomar Show & Sale at San Diego Botanic Gardens. INFO hciservices@gmail.com 
http://www.PalomarCactus.org

BUS TRIP!
The Thursday, April 27th trip to Lotusland is nearly full.  If you plan to go, please contact Barbara Brooks (680-
1389)  to get you reservation, as the next meeting might be too late.
$10 S&S Volunteers who missed the Fall 2016 trip. 
All other club members $30. 
Non Members $85.
Here are the particulars: 
7:00: Bus arrives Madonna Plaza Parking, (Old Big-5 lot)
7:15: Bus is loaded and leaves Madonna Plaza.
7:30: Arrives Pismo Outlets (Carters long term parking lot.) Retrieve sack Breakfast and re-load the bus. (Coffee 
on board!)
7:45: Leave Pismo to Lotusland.
9:45: Arrive Lotusland
10:00: Guided tours
12:00: End tour, Load bus for lunch at Jeff Chemnick’s  ‘Aloes in Wonderland’. Lunch provided, pizza.Tour.
1:45: Load the bus
2:00: Arrive San Marcos Wholesale Greenhouse Tour and purchase plants at Wholesale costs. (Time allowing will 
be a short stop at Terra Sol )
5:00: Load bus and head home.
Pismo Drop off around 6:15, Madonna Plaza at 6:30.
Times are approximate.  Depending upon the group, we may spend more or less time at the afternoon stops 
depending on how quickly we can move and on the group’s wants. Lots of fun!
Drivers wanted: If there is someone willing to drive down with our two cart bound ladies, they would certainly 
appreciate it, as “the more the merrier” certainly applies here.  Everyone will be reimbursed for travel and gas.
Call Terry Skillin for more information.  473-0788

Join the CSSA
 http://cssa.myshopify.com/collections/join-cssa
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       SHOW AND SALE ANNOUNCEMENTS
Our Show and Sale is COMING UP SOON! 

 

ENTER THE SHOW!
I want to encourage every member to bring at least one plant to the show. Our turnout is improving every year, 

and I know there are more of you with nice plants to bring.  Our show is one of the most respected in California – 
this is your chance to be a part of it!

Especially, I would like to see more novices get involved - it’s fun! There are some special rosettes which are 
dedicated to the Novice category, including Best Rookie Cactus and Best Rookie Succulent. What is a rookie? 
Someone who hasn’t shown before. Give it a try - you’ll like it! 

We need nine clerks to help with the judging teams.  It’s an important job which offers real insight to a critical 
part of the show – very educational!  Being a clerk requires a commitment to be present at the show on Friday 
from 6:30 pm until judging is complete – usually about 10:00 pm.  Dinner is included.  If you are interested, talk 
to Barbara Brooks at the meeting, or call her at 680-1389 to sign up.  Remember that all volunteers get special 
pricing on our next field trip (one of the big LA shows later this year)!

There will be entry cards at the next two monthly meetings, and at the show Friday afternoon. The show 
schedule is available too, and it’s posted on our website, along with the judging criteria, and other pertinent 
information. 

I hope to see each and every one of you there,  
Rob Skillin, Show Co-Chair, 709-3033

Volunteers Needed
As you all know, our yearly Show & Sale is May 26th through May 28th. I am in need of Volunteers and will have 
sign up sheets at the April meeting. If you can’t attend the meeting and wish to volunteer for the Show & Sale, 
please contact me at 805-481-5596 or e-mail me at hupt74@yahoo.com. Help is needed Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. Please let me know if morning or afternoon is best for you and I will do my best to accommodate you.  

Thank you, Pat Gilson 

URGENT!! BOXES NEEDED! 
Please help collect boxes for the 2017 Show & Sale coming up May 26-28, 2017. We need hundreds of boxes for 
shoppers at the Sale. Please help!! Please start saving boxes now. The perfect time to bring them is the Friday 
evening before the Show, when you will be bringing your Show entries. Costco is a great source for free boxes.  
Last year we were short on smaller boxes – those that would hold just a few plants.

Rob Skillin  
Show Co-Chair, 709-3033

WINNERS OF PERMANENT TROPHIES  

Did you win a permanent trophy at the 2016 Show & Sale? If you have the trophy for: Best Novice Succulent, Best 
Advanced Succulent, Best Open Succulent, Best Novice Cactus, Best Advanced Cactus or Best Open Cactus 
please return your trophy at our monthly meeting. We’re preparing for the 2017 Show & Sale!

mailto:hupt74@yahoo.com


       SHOW AND SALE ANNOUNCEMENTS
Judging criteria and awards 

Judging Criteria

The criteria for awarding first, second and third place ribbons, listed in order of decreasing importance (most 
important at the top), are:

• Condition of plant, considering the difficulty of culture

• Size and maturity

• Staging and presentation

• Rarity and nomenclature

Plants in the Novice and Advanced categories are judged against the other plants entered in each class.  In 
other words, the plant judged best in class will receive a first place ribbon.

Plants in the Open category are judged against perfection.  This does not mean a plant must be perfect to win 
first place, but it must be deserving.  If a particular class has no deserving plants entered, no first place ribbon 
will be awarded.

Criteria for the Collections, Dish Gardens and Allied Interests are at the judges’ discretion.

All decisions by the judges are FINAL.

Awards

Ribbons will be awarded for First, Second, and Third place in each plant class for each category of entrant 
(Novice, Advanced, Open)

Ties for first place in any class are discouraged in each of the three categories, but are permitted for second and 
third place in the Novice and Advanced categories.

Special Awards

Sponsored Awards; rosettes will be given in nineteen categories as listed in the show schedule.  The sponsors of 
the awards receive recognition in the schedule.  Thank you!  A twentieth award, for Best Educational Display, is a 
plaque donated by the CSSA, with at least two entries required for it to be awarded.

Best Cactus and Best Succulent in each category of entrant (Novice, Advanced and Open) will be listed on 
permanent trophies.

Outstanding Specimen Awards; nine rosettes will be awarded at the discretion of the judges’ clerks.

Only one special award will be allowed per entry.

2017 Annual  Show & Sale T-Shirt Contest
Artwork must be created or scanned onto a computer, and saved preferably in a JPEG format; then, it can be 
printed out for the contest vote. (Eventually, the winning design will need to be emailed to me, so I can send it to 
the printer.)  Try to keep it simple. Please include in your design:
 • Central Coast Cactus and (&) Succulent Society
 • 2017
 • 11th Annual Show and (&) Sale
 • optional - the name of succulent
Make sure to name the fonts on the file because the font may change if it’s not available. We will try to match 
your choices.
Please send your design by e-mail to carolmortensen0@gmail.com before April 8th or bring your design to the 
April 9th meeting for display and the club will vote for the favorite design. Choose your favorite succulent and 
simplify it into a creative design.  Good Luck!

mailto:carolmortensen0@gmail.com


Board of Directors Meeting - March 12, 2017
Officers Present:  President Ken Byrne, Vice President Kathie Matsuyama, Secretary Carol Moss, Hospitality Pat Gil-
son, Publicity Wayne Mills, Members-at-Large Terry Skillin and David Westberg.  Officers Absent:  Treasurer Maggie 
Wagner, Editor Erin Stratton, Immediate Past President Charles Varni.  Appointed Positions Present:  Librarian Ann 
Byrne, Membership Barbara Brooks, CSSA Representative Rob Skillin.  Non-Officer Members Present:  Terrie Leivers, 
Randy Ball, Carol Mortensen, Bill Findley, Loring Manley and Gary Stubblefield (also a member of the Monterey club).  
Visitors Present:  Gunnar Eisel from CSSA and Art Posch, President of the Santa Barbara club.
Following welcome and introductions, CCCSS members engaged in a dialogue with Gunnar Eisel and requested ad-
ditional information about what is entailed in hosting a CSSA convention.  The topics discussed were varied; follow-
ing are some comments made during the discussion.
• Non-CSSA members who work enough hours to earn a free seminar do not have to be members of CSSA.
• One estimate was that 12 hours of work would be a minimum for earning a perk.
• There could be a tiered range of costs.
• The banquet is not free.
• The host committee needs a strong leadership group.
• There is some flexibility in the arrangements between host and CSSA.
• It is a huge commitment … a big deal.
• CSSA is in charge but depends on the host for local stuff.
• The date is flexible.  Need to work around other shows; September/October were mentioned.
• There is a “sweet spot” between other shows and venue costs.
• CSSA needs to know by July.
• After Tempe, there is a site visit to the host city and a local committee is formed.
• Anyone can purchase plants at the CSSA convention after the first day.
• CSSA Board members pay full price for attending the convention.
• There are 900 CSSA members in California.
• Tempe has two 1,000 foot meeting rooms.
• Local hotels – Embassy Suites (now a Hilton with new rates) and Courtyard Marriott.
• Art Posch said the Santa Barbara club could contribute by making the arrangements for a field trip to Lotusland.
• Jeff Chemnick offered his garden as a field trip destination.
• The host committee needs forty bodies to volunteer and sixteen to eighteen full-time workers.
• Is the Conejo club interested in helping.
• Woody Minnich is the Speaker Chair and Peter Walkowiak selects the vendors.  They will likely be in place for the 
2019 convention, as will Gunnar, who is going to retire from his employment next year.  Gunnar overlooks everything.
• Art Posch said he has ten people who will help us with field trips to Lotusland and Jeff’s gardens.
• The committee would meet once a month for eighteen months.
• The committee needs a strong leader – a “dictator” – who will take charge and make decisions.
Gunnar Eisel and Art Posch then left the meeting.  We were very grateful that they took the time to come up to San Luis Obis-
po to give us guidance and information.  A straw vote was taken of the group that indicated more people were interested in 
hosting the convention than were not.  Several other members then left and the Executive Board conducted its meeting.
CSSA has asked for a history of CCCSS and Terry Skillin has been working on it.  Bill Findley volunteered to prepare a Power-
Point presentation from Terry’s work so that it can be shown at a membership meeting.  The question of whether we need an 
Historian was discussed.  Kathie Matsuyama volunteered to put a notice in the newsletter to see if there is any interest.
Matters relating to the S&S were discussed, including renting tables from the Mineral Society because no other vendor is 
willing to pick up and deliver.  We need 74 tables.  Wayne Mills will deal with this.  Members of the S&S committee were 
asked to bring a job description to the next committee meeting on March 26.  Loring Manley volunteered to be the show 
photographer again this year.
The BOD meeting schedule was discussed.  Different ideas were considered, such as meeting before the general meeting 
or having it on a different day, but the matter was eventually postponed.
Kathie and the Board discussed the artwork that she showed at the February meeting.  A motion was duly made, second-
ed and carried authorizing Kathie to purchase samples of the artwork from Hole in the Wall Gallery.  Pricing was dis-
cussed, including discounts.  Maggie said there could be accounting issues, so Kathie is going to research various scenar-
ios.  Fifteen books were sold.
Everyone admired the sound system that Gunnar used in his presentation, and it was decided that Ken would look into 
getting our own equipment.
Terry Skillin has scheduled the thank-you trip for August 12 to the Inner City Show & Sale.  All forty seats were filled for the 
upcoming trip to Lotusland.     Respectfully submitted,  Carol Harlow Moss, Secretary



CCCSS DONATES $952 TO SUPPORT US NATIONAL 
FOREST REFORESTATION PROGRAM!!! 
In 2016, the Central Coast Cactus and Succulent Society supported the 
US National Forest “Penny Pines Reforestation Project” with $952 to 
help restore the 175,000+ acres of the Los Padres National Forest that 
burned last year. Since 1941, Penny Pines tree seedling plantations have 
been sponsored by California organizations that have contributed more 
than $1,000,000. These donations have grown more than 2 million pine 
fir, redwood, and giant sequoia seedlings on 88,000 acres of California 
National Forest. 
California’s National Forests cover about 20 million acres, or about 
1/5 of our state, from the Mexican border to Oregon. The forests’ great 
beauty have been decimated by the increased frequency and size of 
tremendous wildfires that seem to start earlier and last longer each year. 
It takes thousands of firefighters and hundreds of pieces of specialized 
equipment working long, hard, hot hours in extreme terrain to control 
these blazing infernos. Fires leave total destruction in their wake. 
Our club’s Penny Pines donations support our local Los Padres National 
Forest where more than 175,000 acres burned in horrific fires in 2016. Our 
contributions in increments of $68 (the amount requested by the National 
Forest) will support the cost of planting an acre of seedlings. 
But we need your help!
Please donate to our Penny Pines collection jar located at the 
membership table every month. Your spare change, literally pennies, 
nickels and dimes (or a dollar or two or five!); will help us restore another 
fire scorched acre in the Los Padres National Forest.
Where does the $68.00 per acre go? It goes to:
• Prepare sites for new trees or planting seedlings.
• Grow seedlings from local seeds and acorns; which are replanted near 

collection sites.
• Maintain existing trees, improve wildlife habitat, or replant burned 

forests.
• Provide watershed protection, soil stabilization and recreational area 

shade.
The Penny Pines Reforestation Program plays a vital role for renewing 
California’s national forests. Trees help the ground store precious water, 
protect against soil erosion, and add to the national forest’s scenic 
beauty.
Thank you for your support of the United States National Forest Penny 
Pines Reforestation Program. Let’s make 2017 an even more generous 
year! Please help us reach a goal of $1,000!



GARDEN GATHERINGS 2017
The first Garden Gathering event, with about two dozen CCCSS members, was held February 25th in Bill 
Findley’s very interesting garden. It was an immense success!! 
Our next gathering will be held May 7th at Mary and Harry Harlow’s garden in Santa Margarita. If you’re 
interested in attending, signups will be taken at the April general meeting. If more people signup than 
can be accommodated in the Harlow’s garden, attendance will be determined by lottery. Please note: 
the Harlow’s garden is not accessible by wheelchair. The garden has relatively challenging terrain, many 
levels and quite a few steps.
Are you interested in hosting a CCCSS Garden Gathering in 2017? 
Dates are available for July, September, October, November and December. The garden host decides 
how many CCCSS members can be accommodated at the Garden Gathering. Bill Findley and Kathie 
Matsuyama will help you organize and set up the event. This is an opportunity for CCCSS members 
only. No non-CCCSS members may attend. 
If you’d like to get in on the fun, please contact Kathie Matsuyama at: luvbigdogs@earthlink.net or Bill 
Findley at: coolcactuskid805@gmail.com

mailto:luvbigdogs@earthlink.net
mailto:coolcactuskid805@gmail.com


BOOKS FOR SALE
The following books (some in very limited quantities) are available for purchase (cash or checks, no 

credit cards) at the April meeting. All prices include tax. 

Aloes & Agaves in Cultivation by Jeff Moore
Jeff Moore’s second book was released in June, 2016. Jeff takes you on a visual tour 
of aloes and agaves in cultivation, highlighting both the common and some of the more 
rare specimens, with pertinent information and growing tips gleaned from years of 
experience. Hundreds and hundreds of color photos (almost 1,000), with some of the 
best information on culture, care, history of these wonderful plants. A huge book! 335 
pages, 10” x 10”, softbound. Reasonably priced: $40.00.

Succulent Success in the Garden by Attila Kapitany and Rudolf Schulz 
Authors show how succulents can be used in the most amazing ways in garden 
environments: seaside gardens, hillside country, farmlets, and inland gardens, plus city 
courtyards, suburban nature strips and more. Recommended plantings of different 
species are given, showing flower color, shade tolerance, pot suitability, indoor/outdoor 
situations, and height, spread, more. Echeverias, sedums, crassulas, senecios, yuccas, 
aloes and many more are detailed and described. 303 color photos, 103 pages, 7-1/4” 
x 9-3/4”, softbound w/heavy color cover. This book is out of print and will not be 
reprinted. Price is $26.00.

Succulents: The Ultimate Guide to Choosing, Designing, and Growing 200 Easy 
Care Plants by Robin Stockwell
Inspiring, practical and richly photographed, this comprehensive guide offers creative 
ideas and DIY projects using beautiful low-maintenance, water-wise plants. From 
Aloe and Agaves, to Senecio and Taciveria, this handbook by leading garden expert 
Robin Stockwell highlights 200 of the easiest, most useful, and gorgeous plants, and 
shares advice on care and cultivation. Readers will find inspiration for imaginative 
and exciting new ways to use succulents in striking garden designs, containers, 
vertical walls, and indoor arrangements, as well as step-by-step projects, such as living 
bouquets and terrarium ornaments. This is the essential reference for landscapers, 
home gardeners, and anyone looking for a thorough introduction to the perfect plant 
for modern times. Over 280 pages, 8” x 9”, flexibound.    Price is $20.00.

Succulents for the Garden by Attila Kapitany and Rudolf Schulz
The authors show amateur gardeners what type of succulents can be used in the most 
amazing different types of garden environments. Areas covered are: seaside gardens, 
hillside country farmlets, arid inland gardens, hillside country gardens city courtyards, 
suburban nature strips, nature’s garden and more. Recommended plantings of 
different species are given, giving flower color, shade tolerance, pot suitability, indoor, 
plus outdoor planting in warmer climates, height, spread, more. Echeverias, sedums, 
crassulas, senecios, yuccas, aloes and many more are detailed. 189 color photos, 95 
pages, 7-1/4” x 9-3/4”, softbound, w/heavy color cover. This book is out of print and will 
not be reprinted. Price is $26.00.



Succulent Propagation by Attila Kapitany and Rudolf Schulz
Fifth in a series of books written about succulents for your garden and succulent 
care. Includes step-by-step information on how to propagate, utilizing bulbils, offsets, 
divisions, head cuttings, leaf propagation, seed raising, grafting and more. Includes 
propagation tips for 41 specific groups of succulents (including cactus) in alphabetical 
order. Both for the beginner and experienced succulent grower. 259 color photos. 109 
pages. 7-1/4” x 9-3/4”. Softbound. This book was highly recommended by both Rob 
Skillin and Kathie Matsuyama at the June meeting. This book is out of print and will not 
be reprinted. Price is $26.00.

Under the Spell of Succulents by Jeff Moore
A brand new book with exquisite color photos -- covering the full spectrum of cultivated 
succulents and how we engage with them—collectors, growers, landscapers, container 
gardening and more! Over 800 color photos, 230 pages, 8” x 10”, softbound with a 
glossy color cover. A beautiful book at an extremely affordable price, this book is 
currently out of print. Price is $32.00.

Its time once again
for the Skillin

Open Greenhouse Day

Saturday, April 22nd, 2017, 10:00 to 3:00
Skillin Ranch, 8910 Camino Cielo, Arroyo Grande

Enjoy a glass of wine and refreshments while touring Rob’s personal
collection of cacti and succulents. I’ll also be selling smaller collectable

plants, and larger show-ready specimens. This year I’ll be releasing some
larger and older plants from my private collection, and there will be several

caudiciform species I’ve never sold before.

For information please call Rob or Terry at (805)709-3033
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Because of all the rain  
this is an exceptional year for the  

12th Annual Cambria 

WILDFLOWER SHOW 
Sat. afternoon (12 – 5) April 29 

Sun. (10 – 4 ) April 30 

at the 
Cambria Veteran’s Memorial Building 

1000 Main street 

Hundreds of freshly picked Central Coast  
wildflowers and other flora 

will be presented and described. 
o 

Edible, Medicinal, Rare, Invasive and Poisonous 
plants will be identified. So bring your camera. 

o 
Botanists will be on hand for your questions 

o 
A+ Treats from the Wildflower Café. 

Plus T-shirts and helpful books, etc. for sale.  
o 

Admission is free for students, otherwise it’s a 
$3. donation to this worthy cause. 

O 
Brought to you by the 

 Friends of the Fiscalini Ranch Preserve (805-927-2856) (www.ffrpcambria.org) 

and many, many volunteers. 

NOTE: Of special interest will be 
 the“Fire Following Flowers”,  

the first to bloom out 
 of the devastating  

“Chimney” fire we’ve had. 
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